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RESTRICTION 

1 . This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 

species of the claimed invention: 

Specie 1 : claims 2, 12, 13, base and wall plate; 

Specie 2, claims 3, 4, 11, 14, 15, cover and the wall plate; 

Specie 3, claims 5, 17-18, 20, 28-29, 38-39, phone/DSL jack; 

Specie 4, claims 6, 19, 40-42, electronic filter and its connection; 

Specie 5, claims 7-8, 16, line and plug; 

Specie 6, claims 9, 21, wire and its connection; 

Specie 7, claims 10, 22-36, a mechanical locking mechanism; 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1 and 37 are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or othenA/ise include 
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all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

2. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Dremann on 12-23-03 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Spice 7, claims 10, 22-36. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 2-9. 1 1-21 , 38-42 have been withdrawn from further consideration by the 
examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(i). 


Application/Control Number: 09/928,318 
Art Unit: 2642 


Page 4 


Art Rejection 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5, Claims 23-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Monti 
(US 4588866). 

Regarding claim 23, Monti shows a housing (telephone) comprising: 

A base (12) having a slot (30, 32) for receiving the mounting stud (24) of a wall plate 

(22); 

A cover (front face of the telephone, col. 3, lines 11-18); 
Means for locking (50) the housing to the wall plate. 

Regarding claim 31, Monti shows a housing (telephone) comprising: 

A base (12) having a slot (30. 32) for receiving the mounting stud (24) of a wall plate 

(22); 

A cover (front face of the telephone, col. 3, lines 1 1-18); 
A cavity (between the base and the cover); 
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A slide lock (50) having a grip portion (52) and a stop portion (64), the stop portion (64) 
not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and obstructing the slot in 
the locked position. 

Regarding claim 34, Monti shows a housing (telephone) comprising: 

A base (12) having a slot (30, 32) for receiving the mounting stud (24) of a wall plate 

(22); 

A cover (front face of the telephone, col. 3, lines 11-18); 
A cavity (between the base and the cover); 

A push-button lock (50) having an actuating portion (52) and a stop portion (64), the 
stop portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and 
obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

Regarding claims 24-30, 32-33, 35-36, Monti shows: 
The cavity (between the base and the cover); 
The locking means (50); 

The slide lock (50) having the grip portion (52) and the stop portion (64), the stop 
portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and obstructing 
the slot in the locked position; 

The grip portion (52) extends outwardly from the housing in the unlocked position (fig. 4) 
and is substantially flush with housing in the lock position (fig. 3); 
A recess (see (33); 
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Guide ribs (43); 
A retaining rib (35); 

The push-button lock (50) having the actuating portion (52) and the stop portion (64), 
the stop portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and 
obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

The actuating portion (52) extends outwardly from the housing in the unlocked position 
(fig. 4) and is substantially flush with housing in the lock position (fig. 3); 
A recess (see (33); 
Retaining clips (43); and 
Retaining posts (63). 

6. Claims 23-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Weikle 
(US 6186826), 

Regarding claim 23, Weikle shows a housing (10) comprising: 

A base (20-30) having a slot (32, 40) for receiving the mounting stud (12E) of a wall 

plate (18); 

A cover (80); 

Means for locking (50) the housing to the wall plate. 

Regarding claim 34, Weikle shows a housing (10) comprising: 

A base (20-30) having a slot (32, 40) for receiving the mounting stud (12E) of a wall 

plate (18); 
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A cover (80); 

A cavity (between 80, 22); 

A push-button lock (46, 50) having an actuating portion (46) and a stop portion (50), the 
stop portion (50) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and 
obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

Regarding claim 37, Weikle shows a housing (10) comprising: 

A base (20-30) having a slot (32, 40) for receiving the mounting stud (12E) of a wall 

plate (18); 

A cover (80); 

A cavity (between 80, 22); 

A line cord having a phone plug (see 38 and its wiring) for connection to the phone jack 
of the wall plate; 

At least one phone jack (14) electrically connected to the line cord and accessible 
through the cover (86) for connection to a phone; and 

A filter circuit (67) which would be electrically connected in series with the line cord. 

Regarding claims 24, 28-29, 35. Weikle shows: 
The cavity (between 80, 22); 
The locking means (46, 50); 
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The push-button lock (46, 50) having the actuating portion (46) and the stop portion 
(50), the stop portion (50) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position 
and obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

The actuating portion (46) extends outwardly from the housing in the unlocked position 
and is substantially flush with housing in the lock position (fig. 5); 


7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weikle in view of Staber (US 6137866) or Excelsus Technologies, Inc.. 

Regarding claim 1, Weikle shows a housing (10) comprising: 

A base (20-30) having a slot (32, 40) for receiving the mounting stud (12E) of a wall 

plate (18); 

A cover (80); 

A cavity (between 80. 22); 

A line cord having a phone plug (see 38 and its wiring) for connection to the phone jack 
of the wall plate; 

At least one phone jack (14) electrically connected to the line cord and accessible 
through the cover (86) for connection to a phone; and 
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A filter circuit (67) which would be electrically connected in series with the line cord. 
Weikle differs from the claimed invention in that it does not have at least one auxiliary 
jack. 

However, Staber teaches providing a phone jack and at least one auxiliary jack {34b, 
34c). Excelsus also provides a phone jack and at least one auxiliary jack (see 
Excelsus). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to modify Weikle's phone 
jack with an additional auxiliary jack as taught by Staber or Excelsus, the modification 
would allow the user to have voice and data service in the line adapter (col. 4, lines 15- 
40 in Staber, see also Excelsus). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Weikle and Staber/Excelsus shows a locking 
mechanism (46, 50 in Weikle). 

9. Claims 31-33, 25-27, 30, 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Weikle in view of Monti (US 4588866). 

Regarding claim 31, Weikle shows a housing (10) comprising: 

A base (20-30) having a slot (32, 40) for receiving the mounting stud (12E) of a wall 

plate (18); 

A cover (80); 

A cavity (between 80, 22); and 
A lock (46, 50). 
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Weikle differs from the claimed invention in that it is not a slide lock. 
Monti teaches providing a slide lock (50) having a grip portion (52) and a stop portion 
(64), the stop portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position 
and obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

Hence, the concept of providing a lock is well taught by both of Weikle and Monti. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to use Weikle as it is. or 
to adapt Monti in Weikle, this simply can be considered as a variation of each other as 
long as the basic concept of locking the adapter onto the wall plate is substantially 
unchanged. 

Regarding claims 25-27, 30, 32-33, 36, the combination of Weikle and Monti shows: 
The cavity (between the base and the cover, see Weikle and Monti); 
The locking means (50 in Monti); 

The slide lock (50 in Monti) having the grip portion (52) and the stop portion (64), the 
stop portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and 
obstructing the slot in the locked position; 

The grip portion (52) extends outwardly from the housing in the unlocked position (fig. 4) 
and is substantially flush with housing in the lock position (fig. 3); 
A recess (see (33); 
Guide ribs (43); 
A retaining rib (35); 
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The push-button lock (50) having the actuating portion (52) and the stop portion (64), 
the stop portion (64) not obstructing the slot of the base in an unlocked position and 
obstructing the slot in the locked position. 

The actuating portion (52) extends outwardly from the housing in the unlocked position 
(fig. 4) and is substantially flush with housing in the lock position (fig. 3); 
A recess (see (33); 
Retaining clips (43); and 
Retaining posts (63). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4728. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 703-305-4731 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 


/ 


4700. 



